NEXT MEETING MONDAY 13TH FEBRUARY AT 7:00 P.M. MARY WINSPEAR

High Protein Crops for the Home Gardener
Dan Jason lives on Salt Spring Island and owns
Salt Spring Seed Company.
He is a passionate gardener, committed to empowering people to grow their own food and save
their own seed.
He is dedicated to safe, sustainable agriculture.

We welcome suggestions for ideas for future topics and speakers.
Speaker Coordinator Lee Pears 250-250-656-5843, Impears@shaw.ca
PENINSULA GARDEN CLUB
President: Lindsay Down 250-656-8030, president.pgclub@gmail.com
Past President: Bonita Elliott 778-351-4658, Vice President: Jane Stollery 250-656-2883
Secretary: Margaret Williams , 250-655-0533 secretary.pgclub@gmail.com
Treasurer: Pat Currie 250-655-5099 treasurer@gmail.com
Directors: Pat MacConnell 778-426-4888, Joyce Rodd 788-351-0840
Sandra de Luca 250-655-1417
Membership: Alan & Trish Warren 250:655-1520, alanwarren@shaw.ca
Sunshine Lady: Josée Smith 250-652-1910
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FINAL REPORT PGC CHRISTMAS POT LUCK 5 DEC 2016
On 5 Dec, the PGC members had a very enjoyable evening with a delicious Pot Luck meal
that was provided by the membership. After the meal, Ann Nightingale gave an interesting
talk on Winter Birds.
A big thank you to the members who generously donated $675.00 in cash or cheques, and
also boxes of toys and food to the Sidney Food Bank.
The committee would like to thank all the members who assisted with the food preparation,
decorations and for making this a very enjoyable evening.
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Confessions of a Parlour Show Exhibitor
I’ve been a member of the Peninsula Garden club for more than 10 years, but it is only in the past
year that I have been consistently bringing entries to the Parlour Show. I started because there
was a plea for more entries. And I thought “Why not?” I always enjoyed looking at the flowers and
produce that others brought and I often thought “I have that plant” and “My roses are just as
beautiful”.
I’m competitive by nature and so, once I learned how easy it was to accumulate points, I just kept
entering. When the Gleanings arrived, I would look at the categories and think about what I had to
offer. Regardless, there was always the ‘open – judged’ category that would take anything. So late
on the Monday afternoon I would take my collection of small vases, add water and go out to the
garden to look for the best blooms.
I don’t always know the names of my flowers, certainly not the botanical names, but the Parlour
Show volunteers and the Master Gardeners are there to help. It was easier to fill out the little paper
slips at home, so I would pick up some blank ones the previous month.
Now some months the judges were ‘picky’, but other times they were more than generous. Their
comments were always helpful. For example I learned to look for straight stems and to pick off
damaged leaves. Sometimes I thought my entry deserved a “4”, when it received a “2”, but even
judges make errors!
Some months this year the Parlour Show was not judged. I still brought entries to be supportive,
but I missed the judging and the comments. Imagine my delight one month when entries were
judged and one of my flowers won a package of tulip bulbs!
I hope this ‘confession’ convinces more members to enter the Parlour Show. Other gardeners are
really interested in what you grow. It’s fun.

We have a new book in the Garden Club library. A Creative Step-By-Step Guide to
Container Gardening by Sue Phillips and Neil Sutherland shows how to plant a
range of containers from simple tubs and window boxes to adventurous hanging
baskets and barrels overflowing with shrubs, flowers, fruits and herbs.

Linda Gogol, Librarian
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PENINSULA GARDEN CLUB
PARLOUR SHOW COMMITTEE
Happy New Year, everyone, and welcome to the first Parlour Show of 2017. It is
almost February already, and hopefully your garden is producing more than mine right
now!
Here are the categories for the February parlour show:
Signs of Spring (an all green arrangement)
Hellebore, 1 stem (remember with Hellebores, once they are cut you should
singe the cut end so they will not wilt)
Heather, three spikes
Early blooming bulb or corm plants, 3 stems, one variety
1 Flowering branch
Snowdrops, 3 stems, 1 variety, no foliage required
Open edibles
Open judged category
Open UNJUDGED category, for display
Looking forward to seeing what you have!
Just a reminder that we are looking for at least two members for the parlour show
committee, one to take on the People’s Choice award, and one to be the “forms” and
scoring person. We will have job descriptions available for any of you who might be
interested. These are both fun positions, and very necessary for the successful
running of the show. We would also like to find a person who would join the
committee, or make themselves available at the parlour show for plant identification
questions. Please see any current member of the committee if you are interested.
Also, Jill and Anne have worked to put together a survey about the parlour show. We
will be giving this out at the February meeting (and possibly again in March) to
meeting attendees. If you fill out and return the survey at the meeting, you will be
entered in a draw for a valuable prize!
Let’s all work together to make 2017 an awesome parlour show year. If you have
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Peninsula Garden Club 2017
Happy New Year to all members! Regular meetings will resume on
February 13, and until then we will keep our fingers crossed that some of
our less hardy plants will survive the dreadful weather we have been
having.
Plans are underway for an exciting year in the Garden Club: interesting
speakers, new Parlour Show plans, and an enthusiastic Executive. As with
most organizations, we rely on our wonderful volunteers to keep the Club
vibrant.
Unfortunately we have lost our newly elected Secretary and urgently
require a replacement. We are looking for someone who is available to
take minutes at the monthly Executive and General Meetings. We offer
lots of support and encouragement, as well as a really fun afternoon
Executive meeting with snacks and friendship thrown in.
Please help out and put your name forward. You’ll be much appreciated
and enjoy the experience!
Thanks so much,
Lindsay Down
president.pgclub@gmail.com
(250)656-8030
(778)922-6844
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THE FEBRUARY
TO DO LIST

The Garden in February….
Well that was a cold winter for us! Happily the weather is starting to warm up and
the garden is starting to waken. I know most gardeners are ready to get out there and
start the spring tidy up….
- Prune late-flowering clematis (those that flower on new season growth) to about
24” from ground.
- Winter prune wisteria to 2 lateral buds, train the growth not pruned to
trellis/support
- Cut tips of raspberry canes, late fruiting canes should be cut to ground.
- Spray fruit trees and roses with dormant oil/lime sulphur
- Remove dead flower heads of Hydrangeas and shorten stems to healthy buds
- Check trees for damage from winter winds and prune out dead /damaged
branches
- Bare root roses can be planted as soon as the ground can be dug. (do not prune
established roses yet )
- Start to sow annuals …..sweet peas can be planted out as soon as the soil
warms. Plant seeds in greenhouse ready foies planting outdoors in May
- Vegies can be started as well as flowers and seed potatoes can be set ready to
sprout
- As soil warm, amend with manure or organic fertilizer….dig compost/manure
into soil
- WEED …get those weeds out now before they grab into the soil and won’t let
go.
- Check stored bulbs, tuber, corms, it will soon be time to pot them up for summer
bloom
- If you have not yet tidied the garden shed, now is a good time to get it in order
and check your tools. Sharpen and clean your pruning shears, they will be put
to use soon
- Have a look around your garden, winter flowers should be in bloom and the
spring bulbs should be sprouting
- Make a wish list for plants and decide which plants will be needing to be lifted

