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Fertilizer toxicity 
 

Poisonous to: Cats, Dogs 

Level of toxicity: Generally mild to 

moderate, depending on the amount 

ingested and concentration of the product 

Common signs to watch for: 

 Drooling  

 Nausea  

 Vomiting (acute or delayed onset)  

 Diarrhea  

 Abnormal posture due to abdominal pain  

 Difficulty breathing  

 “Muddy” colored gums 

Most fertilizers contain varying amounts of nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium 

(potash) as indicated by the three numbers on the packaging (i.e., 30-10-10). They 

may also contain iron, copper, zinc, cobalt, boron, manganese and molybdenum, some 

of which may be toxic in large concentrations. Additionally, fertilizers may also 

contain herbicides, pesticides, and fungicides which increases the risk of poisoning. 

While small ingestions of fertilizer may only result in mild stomach upset, larger 

ingestions can result in severe poisoning from the iron, nitrogen and other chemicals. 

Large ingestions of meal-based fertilizers may also form a concretion in the stomach 

resulting in a bowel obstruction or severe and painful inflammation of the pancreas 

(pancreatitis). 

If you think your dog or cat was exposed to fertilizer, contact your veterinarian or Pet 

Poison Helpline for treatment recommendations. 

Poison type: fertilizers 

Alternate names: soil amendments, bone meal, blood meal, feather meal, plant food, 

potash 

From: https://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/ 

 

  



Grapes/Raisins/Currants 
 

Poisonous to: Dogs 

Level of toxicity: Generally moderate to 

severe 

Common signs to watch for: 

 Vomiting  

 Diarrhea  

 Abnormal drinking or urination  

 Lethargy  

 Inappetance  

 Halitosis  

 Dehydration 

Grapes, raisins, and even currants (some currants are actually small, black grapes) are 

toxic to your dog! In fact, there have been anecdotal reports of cats and ferrets being 

affected by these also. Ingestion of even a small amount of grapes, raisins, or currants 

can result in severe, acute kidney failure. All types of grape- or raisin-containing 

products (including grape juice, trail mix, bagels, etc.) can result in this. Even organic, 

pesticide-free, grapes grown in home gardens can result in toxicity. Although the 

mechanism of action is not clearly understood on how grapes, raisins and currants are 

poisonous at this time, this common fruit can result in anorexia, vomiting, diarrhea, 

and potentially severe acute renal failure (which develops several days later). The 

toxicity is not necessarily dose-dependent, and symptoms can occur with even small 

ingestions. Decontamination (e.g., inducing vomiting, decontaminating with activated 

charcoal, etc.), aggressive supportive care, aggressive IV fluid therapy, and kidney 

function (e.g., BUN/creatinine) monitoring is recommended. 

If you suspect your pet ingested grapes, raisins, or currants, call your veterinarian or 

Pet Poison Helpline for treatment recommendations. 

Poison type: foods 

Alternate names: Vitis, raisins, currants, sultanas 

From: https://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/ 

 

  



Lilies 
 

Poisonous to: Cats 

Level of toxicity: Potentially moderate 

to severe 

Common signs to watch for: 

 Inappetence or anorexia  

 Lethargy or depression  

 Hiding  

 Vomiting  

 Diarrhea  

 Dehydration  

 Increased or decreased urination 

The most dangerous and potentially life-threatening lily ingestions by cats involve 

lilies belonging to the genera Lilium (true lilies) and Hemerocallis. Examples of some 

of these toxic lilies include Asiatic, Easter, Japanese Show, rubrum, stargazer, red, 

tiger, Western, and wood lilies (Lilium species) and daylilies (Hemerocallis species). 

Even small ingestions (such as less than 1-2 petals or leaves) – even the pollen or 

water from the vase – may result in severe, acute kidney failure. 

If you suspect your cat has ingested any part of one of these lilies, bring your cat (and 

the plant) immediately to a veterinarian for medical care. Generally, the sooner 

treatment is started the better the prognosis. 

For more information about lilies, including safer alternative flowers for homes with 

cats and educational materials, visit our No Lilies for Kitties page. 

When in doubt, contact your veterinarian or Pet Poison Helpline for potentially life-

saving advice. 

Poison type: plants 

Alternate names: lily, Easter, day, Lilium, Hemerocallis, acute kidney failure, 

Asiatic, Japanese show, stargazer, tiger, rubrum, red lily, red lilies, Western lily, 

Western lilies, wood lily, wood lilies, daylily, Easter lily, Easter lilies 

From: https://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/ 

 

http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/veterinarians/free-resources-clinic-clients/no-lilies-for-kitties/


Marijuana 
 

Poisonous to: Cats, Dogs 

Level of toxicity: Moderate to severe 

Common signs to watch for: 

 Severe depression  

 Walking drunk  

 Lethargy  

 Coma  

 Low heart rate  

 Low blood pressure  

 Respiratory depression  

 Dilated pupils  

 Coma  

 Hyperactivity  

 Vocalization  

 Seizures 

Due to increased availability for both medical and recreational marijuana, as well as 

the novel forms such as foods, pills, oils, and tinctures, marijuana is more accessible 

now than ever. It’s also stronger; new hybrids and cultivation techniques have resulted 

in plants with significantly more THC (δ-9-tetrahydrocannabinol, the psychoactive 

compound), as compared to those in decades past. At PPH, we’ve seen a 448% 

increase in marijuana cases over the past 6 years with the majority involving dogs or 

cats ingesting laced food products. 

Cannabis sativa and cannabis indica are members of the Cannabaceae family. Slang 

terms include pot, weed, grass, and Mary Jane, just to name a few. Marijuana affects 

receptors in the brain which alter normal neurotransmitter function. Dogs and cats can 

be poisoned by marijuana from smoke exposure or from eating any type of 

marijuana/THC plant or laced baked foods (e.g., pot brownies, pot butter, etc.). Other 

sources of THC include highly concentrated oil products, like butane hash oil (BHO 

or “dabs”), filtered and purified oil (“shatter”), or wax made from whipped oil. These 

products are meant to be smoked via a bong (water pipe), or “vaped” like e-cigarettes 

in order to give users an instantaneous, powerful high. All of them contain 60-90% 

THC, and small ingestions pose great risk for pets. 

In dogs and cats poisoned by marijuana, clinical signs can be seen within minutes to 

hours depending on how the pet was exposed (inhalation versus ingestion). Classic 

http://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/poison/chocolate/


signs of poisoning include a dazed expression, glassy eyes, incoordination, slow 

response times, and dribbling urine. Vomiting and drooling are also common, despite 

marijuana’s anti-nausea effects. Other signs include changes in heart rate, 

vocalization, neurological stimulation, hyperactivity, or coma. 

If your dog or cat ate marijuana, call your veterinarian or Pet Poison Helpline 

immediately for life-saving treatment advice. 

Poison type: illicit drugs 

Alternate names: THC, Cannabis, pot, hashish, pot brownies, weed, grass, Mary 

Jane, reefers, hemp, devil weed, pot butter 

From: https://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/ 

 

  



Metaldehyde (Slug Bait) 
 

Poisonous to: Cats, Dogs 

Level of toxicity: Generally severe 

Common signs to watch for: 

 Vomiting  

 Panting  

 Agitation  

 Tremors  

 Seizures  

 Liver failure  

 Death 

Metaldehyde, a common active ingredient in slug and snail poison, is readily available 

in multiple forms: pellets, liquids, pelleted baits, wettable powders, and granules. The 

use of slug and snail poison is common in coastal, warm, subtropical or low-lying 

areas where snails or slugs are prevalent (Northwest USA, United Kingdom, etc.). 

When snail or slug bait is accidentally ingested by dogs, it can result in severe, rapid 

clinical signs, including agitation, tremors, seizures, and secondary, severe 

hyperthermia (up to temperatures of 108ºF/42.2ºC). Secondary organ failure can result 

without immediate treatment. Without treatment, metaldehyde poisoning in dogs can 

be deadly. 

If you think your dog ate metaldehyde, call your veterinarian or Pet Poison Helpline 

immediately for life-saving treatment advice. 

Poison type: insecticides 

Alternate names: Snail bait, slug bait, snail poison, slug poison, acetaldehyde 

From: https://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/ 

 

  



Mouse and rat poison 
 

Poisonous to: Cats, Dogs 

Level of toxicity: Generally mild to 

severe, depending on the amount 

ingested, active ingredient, and 

concentration of the product 

Common signs to watch for: 

 Dependent on the active ingredient 

Poisoning from rodenticides (mouse and rat poisons) is one of the most common types of 

toxicities managed by Pet Poison Helpline. These poisons are easy to obtain and used 

anywhere there might be rodents—in homes, garages, stables, farms and even parks or 

wildlife areas. There are many different types of mouse and rat poisons available in a wide 

variety of colors (green, blue, tan, red, etc.) and formulations (pellets, bait blocks, grain-

based baits, etc.). Products which look similar and have similar names may contain very 

different types of poison. Thus, if a pet ingests mouse or rat poison, accurate identification of 

the active ingredient is crucial as this will determine the risk of poisoning and the need for 

treatment. If the active ingredient is not clearly visible on the packaging, another important 

identifier is the EPA registration number (EPA Reg. No.) – this number will allow Pet 

Poison Helpline veterinarians to correctly identify the active ingredient. 

There are four common active ingredients in mouse and rat poisons: long-acting 

anticoagulants, cholecalciferol, bromethalin, and phosphide rodenticides. Each has a totally 

different mechanism of action of poisoning, and not all are treated with Vitamin K1! It’s 

important to make sure you and your veterinarian have identified the appropriate active 

ingredient of the mouse and rat poison to make sure treatment is appropriate. 

If your dog or cat are poisoned by mouse and rat poison, call your veterinarian and Pet 

Poison Helpline immediately for life-saving treatment recommendations. Rapid action can 

often save a pet’s life and prevent the need for costly medical care. For specific poisons, 

please look under the active ingredient (long-acting anticoagulants, cholecalciferol, 

bromethlin, and phosphide). 

Poison type: garage items 

Alternate names: anticoagulants, cholecalciferol, phosphide, bromethalin, brodifacoum, d-Con, Vitamin 

K, difethialone, bromadiolone, warfarin, diphacinone, chlorophacinone, Fastrac, Clout, Assault, Tomcat, 

Real Kill, Vengeance, Vitamin D3, calcitriol, acute kidney failure, cerebral edema, Arrex, Commando, 

Gopha-Rid, Sweeney's Poisoned Peanuts, rodenticides 

From: https://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/ 



Mushrooms 
 

Poisonous to: Cats, Dogs 

Level of toxicity: Generally mild to 

severe 

Common signs to watch for: 

 Nausea  

 Drooling  

 Vomiting  

 Diarrhea  

 Abdominal pain  

 Walking drunk  

 Depression  

 Tremors  

 Seizures  

 Organ failure 

There are several thousand species of mushrooms located throughout the United States, but only a 

small percentage is considered toxic. As accurate mushroom identification can be difficult, it should 

be left to experts (mycologists). While the majority of mushrooms are considered non-toxic, some 

may result in severe clinical signs (even death). The majority of confirmed fatal mushroom toxicities 

in pets are secondary to mushrooms from the following genera: Amanita, Galerina, and Lepiota. 

Depending on the type/species of mushroom ingested, several general organ systems can be affected: 

hallucinogenic (e.g., visual disturbances), gastrointestinal (e.g., vomiting, diarrhea), central nervous 

system (e.g., ataxia, tremors, seizures, and death), liver failure (e.g., vomiting, black-tarry stool, 

increased liver function blood tests, etc.), kidney failure (e.g., halitosis, anorexia, vomiting, 

inappropriate thirst or urination), etc. 

In general, all mushroom ingestions in veterinary patients should be considered toxic unless accurate, 

rapid mushroom identification can occur. Clinical signs from mushroom poisoning are dependent on 

the species of mushroom ingested, the specific toxin within that mushroom, and the individual’s own 

susceptibility. Early clinical signs include vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain, walking drunk, 

depression, tremors, and seizures, with liver and renal damage occurring later. 

If you see your dog eat a mushroom, contact your veterinarian or Pet Poison Helpline immediately 

for treatment advice. 

Poison type: foods 

Alternate names: Amanitins, Amanita, Galerina, Lepiota, death cap, death angel, muscarine, Inocybe, 

Clitocybe, false morel, Gyromitra, hallucinogenic mushrooms, Psilocybe, Agaricus, Boletus, 

gastrointestinal, phalloides 

From: https://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/ 



Onions/Garlic/Leeks/Chives 
 

Poisonous to: Cats, Dogs 

Level of toxicity: Generally mild to 

moderate 

Common signs to watch for: 

 Drooling  

 Nausea  

 Oral irritation  

 Vomiting  

 Diarrhea  

 Lethargy  

 Abdominal pain  

 Elevated heart rate and respiratory rate  

 Weakness  

 Exercise intolerance  

 Collapse  

 Pale gums 

Onions, garlic, chives, and leeks are of the Allium family, and are poisonous to both 

dogs and cats. Garlic is considered to be about 5X as potent as onions. Certain breeds 

and species seem to be more sensitive: Japanese breeds of dogs (e.g., Akita, Shiba 

Inu) and cats. Onion and garlic poisoning results in oxidative damage to the red blood 

cells (making the red blood cells more likely to rupture) and gastroenteritis (e.g., 

nausea, oral irritation, drooling, abdominal pain, vomiting, diarrhea). Other clinical 

signs of anemia may be seen, and include lethargy, pale gums, an elevated heart rate, 

an increased respiratory rate, weakness, exercise intolerance, and collapse. Onion and 

garlic poisoning may have a delayed onset, and clinical signs may not be apparent for 

several days. 

If you suspect your dog or cat have onion poisoning or garlic poisoning, call your 

veterinarian or Pet Poison Helpline for treatment recommendations. 

Poison type: foods 

Alternate names: Allium, Alliaceae, chives, leeks, disulfides, thiosulfates, anemia, 

garlic 

From: https://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/ 



Pesticide Toxicity 
 

Poisonous to: Cats, Dogs 

Level of toxicity: Generally mild to 

moderate, depending on the amount 

ingested and concentration of the product 

Common signs to watch for: 

 Drooling  

 Nausea  

 Vomiting  

 Diarrhea  

 Tremors  

 Walking drunk  

 Seizures 

Most pesticides or insecticides (typically those that come in a spray can) are basic 

irritants to dogs and cats, and result in clinical signs of drooling, nausea, vomiting, 

and diarrhea. In general, these are usually not a large poisoning concern unless the 

dog or cat directly ingested the product from the container or bag or if a pet’s 

symptoms become persistent. That said, there are some rare types of pesticides that 

are mixed with dangerous other chemicals or insecticides (such as organophosphates 

or carbamates), which can be life-threatening when consumed. 

If you think your dog or cat was exposed to a pesticide, contact your veterinarian or 

Pet Poison Helpline for treatment recommendations. 

Poison type: garage items 

Alternate names: Pyrethrins, pyrethroids, insecticides, herbicides 

From: https://www.petpoisonhelpline.com/ 

  



Mycotoxins (found in compost) 

Mycotoxins are secondary metabolites that are produced by several fungal species and are toxic 

to animals, plants, and other organisms. Their effects differ based on their chemical structure. 

Tremorgenic mycotoxins generally cause a neurologic syndrome that includes tremors. These 

toxins are produced by molds that may be present on foods or compost. Molds grow under a 

range of conditions (32°F to more than 140°F [0°C to 60°C]), and different species have 

different oxygen requirements, but the optimal temperature range for mold growth is 68°F to 

86°F (20°C to 30°C), which covers the standard room temperature range. 

Approximately 20 mycotoxins have been identified as tremorgens. Those most frequently 

reported to affect pets are penitrem A and roquefortine C, which are produced by Penicillium 

spp. These toxins may be detected in stomach contents or in the suspect food or compost.  

Routes of Exposure  

Reported tremorgenic mycotoxin exposures have involved ingestion of moldy food, including 

dairy foods, walnuts or peanuts, stored grains, and pasta as well as material from compost piles. 

Dogs, especially those with indiscriminate eating habits, may raid the garbage or compost piles 

after moldy foods have been discarded.  

Clinical Signs  

The most common signs of tremorgenic mycotoxin 

exposures reported to the ASPCA Animal Poison Control 

Center (APCC) include hyperthermia (fever), salivation, 

vomiting, ataxia (dizziness), tachycardia (high heart rate), 

fasciculation, tremors, and seizures. These signs may begin 

within 1 to 2 hours of exposure or be delayed for several 

hours or even the next day.  

Although signs from exposure generally resolve within 48 

hours, in some cases, fasciculations or intention tremors 

persist for longer periods. Increasing awareness of potential 

signs and typical exposure situations (e.g., if the dog was 

suspected of rummaging through the garbage) may help 

veterinary staff identify the toxicologic syndrome and 

implement appropriate treatment. 

Diagnosis  

A tentative diagnosis may be based on the exposure history and the resulting signs. Confirming 

the diagnosis takes time because stomach contents or remaining moldy material must be 

submitted to a diagnostic laboratory for analysis. Other toxicants that may cause a tremorgenic 



syndrome include strychnine, bromethalin rodenticides, metaldehyde (found in some slug and 

snail baits), methylxanthines, human or veterinary medications, and illicit drugs. 

Treatment  

Animals suspected of mycotoxin exposure should be treated immediately. If a pet’s regular 

veterinarian is not available an emergency facility should be sought out. 

Decontamination is indicated in patients that have been stabilized and in asymptomatic animals. 

Induction of vomiting is generally not recommended for this type of exposure because the act of 

vomiting may trigger seizures. If the animal has not previously vomited spontaneously and the 

ingested substance is likely to still be in the stomach, gastric lavage (emptying and flushing the 

stomach) should be performed. Gastric lavage is performed with the animal under general 

anesthesia to prevent aspiration of fluids. Activated charcoal or cathartics may be given to absorb 

toxins and expedite elimination.  

Symptomatic and supportive care is also indicated. The animal's body temperature should be 

monitored and regulated because hyperthermia may be present until tremors and seizures are 

controlled, when hypothermia may set in. If the patient is in shock, other symptomatic and 

supportive treatments may include IV fluids and corticosteroids. Because tremors may last for 

several days, medications may be continued after the pet is discharged from the hospital. 

Prevention  

Animals should be kept away from compost and other yard or kitchen wastes that can grow 

molds. 

 

 

Modified from: http://www.vetfolio.com 

 

 

 


