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In the Ohara School there are five main forms (or types of arrangements) - 
Moribana, Hana-isho, Heika, Hana-kanade and Hanamai.   

 
Moribana Form Demonstration 
There are three Moribana styles – upright style, slanting style and water 

reflecting style.  
The material used is divided into PRINCIPAL STEMS and FILLER STEMS.   
The principal stems (subject, object and secondary) are used to construct the 

basic framework of the arrangement.  The filler stems are added to highlight the 
inherent beauty of the principal stems.   

The subject stem is the most important one and the central focus of the 
arrangement.  This in combination with the secondary determines which of the three 
Moribana styles is used.   

The length of the subject stem is determined by the size of the container.   The 
width or diameter of the container plus the depth or height of the container gives you 
the “standard measurement”.  

 
UPRIGHT STYLE  
Subject stem is equal to the standard measurement.  
Secondary is 2/3 of the subject stem.   
Object is 1/2 of the subject stem.  
 
SLANTING STYLE  
Subject stem is equal to the standard measurement.  
Secondary is 1/2 of the subject.   
Object is 1/2 of the subject stem. 
 
 
WATER REFLECTING STYLE  
Subject stem is equal to the standard measurement. 
Secondary is 1/2 of the subject. 
Object is 1/2 of the subject stem. 
 



UPRIGHT STYLE 
The length of the SUBJECT is the standard measurement.  It is positioned at the 

BACK LEFT CORNER of the suiban (container).   It should be placed slanting slightly 
forward so it doesn’t appear as a straight pole in the middle of the arrangement.  

The length of the SECONDARY is 2/3 the length of the subject.  It is placed to the 
FRONT LEFT of the subject slanting forward 45 degrees and outward to the left 30 
degrees from centre.  

Three additional stems are added as filler stems.  
One shorter stem is placed between the subject and secondary to add a sense of 

connection between these two stems.   
One stem is positioned at the base and to the front right of the subject 
The last stem is positioned at the base of the secondary slanting forward.  
Five stems are used and all should be different lengths and positioned at 

different angles to form a fan shape when viewed from the side.   
The OBJECT (flower) is ½ the length of the subject. Placed at the front right of the 

kenzan it leans forward 60 degrees and swings to the right of centre 45 degrees.   
Two additional flowers are used as filler stems.  One short stem is positioned low 

and slanting forward.  The other stem is positioned behind the object so that it is taller 
than the object. 

 
 SLANTING STYLE 
The length of the SUBJECT is the standard measurement.  It is positioned at the 

FRONT LEFT corner of the suiban.  It is positioned horizontally extending outwards from 
the container.  It slants forward 70 degrees from centre and outwards 45 degrees to 
the left.   

The length of the SECONDARY is ½ of the subject and is placed behind the subject 
and is slanting to the left rear of the subject.  This is to add depth to the arrangement. 

3 additional stems are added as fillers. One is positioned between the subject 
and secondary slanting slightly forward and upwards. It is called the “tall filler stem”.  
This stem although taller than the subject and secondary should not be longer than the 
subject.  

Another stem is added at the base of the subject slanting forward and one short 
stem is placed at the base of the tall filler stem.   

The OBJECT (flower) is ½ of the length of the subject and positioned slanting 
forward 50 degrees and 30 degrees to the right.  Two additional flowers are used as 
filler stems.  One is positioned in front of the tall filler stem low and slanting forward.  
The other flower is positioned behind it and is taller than the object.   



 
WATER REFLECTING STYLE 
In this style of arrangement the subject is positioned so that it slants over and 

casts its reflection in the water.  The subject, secondary and object are all placed closely 
to each other so that the water surface feels spacious and hence its name…water 
reflecting style.   

The SUBJECT stem is placed at the back left corner with the stem slanting 
forward stretching across the suiban container.  The angles are slanting 70 degrees and 
45 degrees to the left of centre.   

The SECONDARY is half of the subject and is positioned at the back left of the 
container slanting outwards and forward at a slight inclination.   

Three additional stems are added as filler stems. A tall filler stem is inserted as in 
the slanting style arrangement but is not as tall and placed in a slightly upright position.  
A stem is positioned in front of and another behind the tall filler stem. 

The OBJECT is placed slanting forwards 50 degrees and outward to the right 30 
degrees.  The OBJECT should be the furthest stem to the right.  Two further stems 
(flowers) should be positioned at different heights in the arrangement.  These should 
form a smaller scalene triangle than the other two forms of Moribana to allow for a 
wider area of water surface to be seen.    

  
The practice of ikebana is to use branches, stems, leaves and blossoms to create 

living art that shows the unique beauty of the outdoor natural world. 
 
When arranging take the time to appreciate the beauty and uniqueness of each 

stem and try to incorporate those qualities into the arrangement.  Focus and enjoy!   




